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FREE\ICE{ 1@5 6 FIRST YEAR SEMINAR:
THE TRIAL AND THE QUEST

Professor Cynthia Nazarian TTh 2-3:20p

Knights, battles, princesses and giants; these are the building blocks of tales of adventure. This
freshman seminar explores heroes and the tests they face, the journeys they pursue, and the
ways in which adversity and accident shape them. What is a hero? Why is a hero never born, only
made? What are the lessons of failure and self-delusion that the quest teaches? Beginning with
the Song of Roland, we will examine epic, Arthurian romance and comic parodies of

knightly genres in the Middle Ages and Renaissance, and then turn to contemporary film to
trace the ways in which modern fantasy and superhero adventures raise old questions and
provide new answers to the dilemmas and ordeals of the hero’s self-defining mission. Works un-
der discussion will include Chretien de Troyes’ Lancelot, or the Knight of the Cart, Marguerite de
Navarre’s Heptameron, Francois Rabelais’ Pantagruel and Miguel de Cervantes’ Don Quixote, as
well as Rob Reiner’s The Princess Bride and Christopher Nolan’s The Dark Knight Rises.
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FRENCH 203: ORAL WORKSHOP

Professor Marie-Thérese Pent ~ MWF 1-1:50p
MWI 8-3:00p

This course is designed to build fluency in speaking and
understanding Irench. Classes will concentrate on increasing
listening comprehension through viewing of videos and films, building
vocabulary and idiom use, and enhancing oral communication skills.
One group project based on a play.
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FRENCH 211: rEADING CULTURES IN FRENCH:

CHANGING FRANCE
Professor Dominique Licops MWTF 2-2:00p

An introduction to French culture through study and analysis of major themes, issues
and debates that characterize or preoccupy contemporary Irench thought and
society, this course will help students understand French society and culture in
today’s world. Conducted entirely in French, this course is designed to increase
students’ ability to speak, read, and write in French, and improve their aural
comprehension. Drawing on the notion of “la France en mutation changing France,”
we will explore the challenges posed to the traditional republican notion of French
national identity by immigration, feminism, gay activism, the integration into the
FEuropean Union, and globalization through the study of a wide range of documents,
texts, and films.
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FRENCH 277: UTERATURE OF EXISTENTIALISM

Professor Scott Durham Lec. MW 10-10:00a
Dis. F 9-9:00a
Dis. F 10-10:00a
Dis. F 3-3:30p

This course, taught in English, will serve as an introduction to existentialism, which not only
defined the literary, philosophical and political culture for French intellectuals of the post-war
period, but also remain indispensable for an understanding of various currents of contemporary
literature and culture. We shall begin by discussing the philosophical and literary foundations of
existentialism. Then we will examine the moral, social and political questions central to
existentialism, as worked out in the fiction, drama, and essays of such authors as Sartre, Beauvoir,
Beckett, and Fanon. Finally, we will consider the extent to which post-existentialist thought and
culture may be read as a continuation of or as a reaction against existentialism.
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FRENCH 301 ADVANCED GRAMIMAR:
GRAMMAR THROUGH THEATRE, FILM AND TV

Professor Thao Nguyen MWF 11-11:00a

Students will review and master the difficulties of French grammar
through the study of French and francophone plays, films, TV programs.
Review of the difficulties of French grammar through the study of French
and francophone plays, films, and TV programs.
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FRENCH 393/403: FOREIGN LANGUAGE
TEACHING: THEORY AND PRACTICE

Professor Patricia Scarampi Tuesdays 3-0:20p

The course provides a foundation in approaches, methods, and materials for the
teaching of French from the perspectives of Second Language Acquisition research.
The theoretical background will be applied to the teaching of the four skills such as
speaking, listening, reading and writing and the teaching of culture to help students
develop their own philosophy of foreign language teaching. Students will acquire the
pedagogical tools and metalinguistic awareness that they need to become
successful language instructors.



FRENCE{ 39 6. CONTEMPORARY THROUGHT IN THE FRENCH-SPEAKING WOKLD:

FROM SARTRE TO FOUCAULT: SURJECTS, POLITICS, AND POWER

Professor Scott Durham MWTF 1-1:00p

This course will serve as an introduction to some of the major trends in
French thought since the Second World War, highlighting the shifting
notions of subjectivity, politics, ideology and power in this period that
emerged in response to the political and social transformation of France

in this period. Particular emphasis will be placed on the philosophies of
Jean-Paul Sartre and Michel Foucault, as well as other thinkers, writers
and filmmakers, such as Roland Barthes, Simone de Beauvoir, Frantz Fanon,
Gilles Deleuze, Jean-Luc Godard, Chris Marker and Jacques Ranciére
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