
CO-SPONSORED BY 
the Department of  Afr ican American Studies ,
the Department of  History ,  the French Interd isc ip l inary  Group,  and 
the Program of  Afr ican Studies

FRENCHANDITALIAN.NORTHWESTERN.EDU

Reception to follow.  Free and open to everyone. 

This presentation discusses the notion of “French 
Blacks,” which obviously does not fit neatly within the 
classic French Republican understanding of citizenship. 
How and why is it intellectually and politically legitimate 
to use this notion? First, Ndiaye will discuss the reasons 
why French scholars have been reluctant to focus on 
racial minorities. Second, he will focus on the notion of 
“blackness,” that is the subjectification of racial identities 
in France in the 20th century, and showing why a new 
blackness has emerged in France in the past few years.
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